
 

 
 

BASIC BELIEFS 



Disclaimer: While the content of this file is based on 
church materials, this PDF is not an official 

resource of the church. 

 
Preface 
 
The Good News of Jesus Christ is at the 
center of the faith and beliefs of 
Community of Christ. We are a 
worldwide community and are 
committed to follow Jesus, bring forth 



the kingdom of God, and seek together 
the revealing, renewing presence of the 
Holy Spirit. We offer here our basic 
beliefs, not as the last word, but as an 
open invitation to all to embark on the 
adventure of discipleship. As we seek 
God’s continuing guidance, we 
encourage all people to study the 
scriptures and think about their 



experiences as they engage in the life of 
the church.  
 
God 
 
We believe in one living God who meets 
us in the testimony of Israel, is revealed 
in Jesus Christ, and moves through all 
creation as the Holy Spirit. We affirm 
the Trinity—God who is a community 



of three persons. All things that exist 
owe their being to God: mystery beyond 
understanding and love beyond 
imagination. This God alone is worthy 
of our worship.  
 
Jesus Christ 
 
We believe in Jesus Christ, the Son of 
the living God, the Word made flesh, the 



Savior of the world, fully human and 
fully divine. Through Jesus’ life and 
ministry, death and resurrection, God 
reconciles the world and breaks down 
the walls that divide. Christ is our peace.  
 
The Holy Spirit 
 
We believe in the Holy Spirit, Giver of 
Life, holy Wisdom, true God. The Spirit 



moves through and sustains creation; 
endows the church for mission; frees the 
world from sin, injustice, and death; and 
transforms disciples. Wherever we find 
love, joy, peace, patience, kindness, 
generosity, faithfulness, gentleness, or 
self-control, there the Holy Spirit is 
working. 

 



Creation 
 
As an expression of Divine love, God 
created the heavens and the earth and all 
that is in them, and called them “good.” 
Everything belongs to God and should 
be cherished and used justly according 
to divine purposes. God sees creation as 
a whole without separation of spirit and 
element. God calls people of every 



generation to join with God as stewards 
in the loving care of creation. 
 
Humanity 
 
Every human being is created in the 
image of God. In Jesus Christ, God took 
on the limits of human flesh and culture, 
and is known through them. We 
therefore affirm without exception the 



worth of every human being. We also 
affirm that God has blessed humankind 
with the gift of agency: the ability to 
choose whom or what we will serve 
within the circumstances of our lives.  
 
Sin 
 
God created us to be agents of love and 
goodness. Yet we misuse our agency 



individually and collectively. We take 
the gifts of creation and of self and turn 
them against God’s purposes with tragic 
results. Sin is the universal condition of 
separation and alienation from God and 
one another. We are in need of divine 
grace that alone reconciles us with God 
and one another.  
 



Salvation 
 
The gospel is the good news of salvation 
through Jesus Christ: forgiveness of sin, 
and healing from separation, 
brokenness, and the power of violence 
and death. This healing is for 
individuals, human societies, and all of 
creation. This new life is the loving gift 
of God’s grace that becomes ours 



through faith and repentance. Baptism is 
how we initially express our 
commitment to lifelong discipleship. As 
we yield our lives to Christ in baptism 
we enter Christian community (the body 
of Christ) and have the promise of 
salvation. We experience salvation 
through Jesus Christ, but affirm that 
God’s grace has no bounds, and God’s 
love is greater than we can know. 



 
The Church 
 
God intends Christian faith to be lived in 
companionship with Jesus Christ and 
with other disciples in service to the 
world. The church of Jesus Christ is 
made of all those who respond to Jesus’ 
call. Community of Christ is part of the 
whole body of Christ. We are called to 



be a prophetic people, proclaiming the 
peace of Jesus Christ and creating 
communities where all will be 
welcomed and brought into renewed 
relationship with God, and where there 
will be no poor.  
 
 
 



Revelation 
 
We affirm the Living God is ever self-
revealing. God is revealed to the world 
in the testimony of Israel, and above all 
in Jesus Christ. By the Holy Spirit we 
continue to hear God speaking today. 
The church is called to listen together 
for what the Spirit is saying and then 
faithfully respond.  



 
Scripture 
 
Scripture is writing inspired by God’s 
Spirit and accepted by the church as the 
normative expression of its identity, 
message, and mission. We affirm the 
Bible as the foundational scripture for 
the church. In addition, Community of 
Christ uses the Book of Mormon and the 



Doctrine and Covenants—not to replace 
the witness of the Bible or improve on 
it, but because they confirm its message 
that Jesus Christ is the Living Word of 
God. When responsibly interpreted and 
faithfully applied, scripture provides 
divine guidance and inspired insight for 
our discipleship. 
 



Sacraments 
 
Sacraments are special ministries given 
to the church to convey the grace of 
Jesus Christ to his followers and all 
those he yearns to touch with his 
compassion. Sacraments are baptism, 
confirmation, the Lord’s Supper, 
marriage, blessing of children, laying on 
of hands for the sick, ordination to the 



priesthood, and the evangelist’s 
blessing. In these ministries, God 
sanctifies common elements of creation 
to bless human life and to renew and 
form the church to seek the peaceful 
kingdom of God.  
 

 
 



Discipleship 
 
Being a Christian is more than holding a 
list of right ideas; it is about radical 
obedience to Jesus in every part of life. 
God’s boundless love sets us free for 
lives of responsible stewardship in 
which we generously offer our lives in 
service to God’s reign. Discipleship is 
both an inward and outward journey. 



Jesus calls us to follow him and to invite 
others to experience the transforming 
power of his grace.  
 
Ministry 
 
Ministry is humble service offered 
according to the model of Jesus, who 
calls every disciple to share in ministry 
for the world. Some disciples are called 



by God and ordained to priesthood 
offices to serve the mission of the 
church in specialized ways. The Holy 
Spirit gives complementary gifts and 
abilities to all disciples to equip the 
body of Christ for its witness in the 
world.  
 

 



The Reign of God 
 
The Reign of God is the coming triumph 
of love, justice, mercy and peace that 
one day will embrace all of creation. 
Jesus’ life and ministry were the living 
expression of this promise. He taught his 
disciples to pray for the kingdom’s full 
coming and sent them out into the world 
to be living emblems of that new 



creation. “Zion” expresses our 
commitment to herald God's peaceable 
kingdom on earth by forming Christ-
centered communities in families, 
congregations, neighborhoods, cities, 
and throughout the world.  
 

 
 



Peace 
 
Peace is God’s shalom: justice, 
righteousness, wholeness, and the well-
being of the entire creation. Jesus, the 
Prince of Peace, came to preach the 
kingdom and to be our peace through 
the cross. The Holy Spirit empowers us 
for the costly pursuit of peace and 
justice for all people.  



Resurrection and Eternal Life 
 
Christ is risen! Thus we believe that 
God is God of life, not of death. By faith 
we share in eternal life even now. In 
Christ, God’s love finally will overcome 
all that demeans and degrades the 
creation, even death itself. Easter also 
gives us hope that the tragic suffering 
and death of victims, throughout history, 



is not the last word. We believe the Holy 
Spirit will transform all creation to share 
in the glory of God.  
 
Judgment 
 
The living God whom we serve is a God 
of justice and mercy. God cares about 
how we treat our neighbors and enemies 
and how we make use of creation’s gifts. 



It matters supremely to God how we 
welcome the poor, the stranger, the sick, 
the imprisoned, and the rejected. We 
affirm in Scripture’s light that Jesus 
Christ is advocate and judge of the 
living and the dead.  
 

 
 



End Time 
 
We press forward together in service to 
God, knowing that our labor is not in 
vain. The future of the creation belongs 
to the Prince of Peace, not to those who 
oppress, dominate, or destroy. As we 
anticipate that future, we devote 
ourselves to seek Christ’s peace and 
pursue it. We do not know the day or 



hour of Christ’s coming but know only 
that God is faithful. With faith in God, 
Christ, and the Holy Spirit, we face the 
future in hopeful longing, and with the 
prayer that Jesus taught us to pray: “Thy 
kingdom come! Thy will be done, on 
earth as it is in heaven.” 
 

 


