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As I was preparing this address, I prayerfully asked God many times, 
“What more does the church need to hear?” On several occasions, I 
sensed the impress of the Spirit. In response, I want to give voice to 
what I sensed through the following words to the church:  
 
Fear not! Do not be afraid to become who God is calling you to 
become. God, the Eternal One, has been with you in your past, 
continues with you in the present, and already is waiting patiently for 
you in the future. Through your lives the sacred story of the 
Restoration still is being written.  
 
Engage the current challenges and opportunities before you with 
commitment and hope worthy of the dedication and sacrifices of 
those who went before you. Creatively build on the faith foundations 
they laid. Open windows and doors to the future.  
 



Beloved community, God has chosen you to assist in accomplishing 
divine purposes if you will choose to live out of your better natures 
and potential. Deepen your faith. Refine your sensitivity to the 
guidance of the Spirit so that you are not distracted by other 
influences. Explore your scriptures with openness to new insights 
that will come. Increase your compassion and generosity. Strengthen 
your relationships so the peace of Christ may be magnified through 
you.  
 
Have courage and hope. Gather in the gifts of all ages and cultures 
so the ministries of the body can become whole and fully alive. 
Others are being prepared around the world to join their efforts with 
yours, if you will move ahead according to the direction offered to you 
by the Spirit. Amen.  
 
Brothers and sisters, there is a way into the future that holds the 
promise that our best days are yet before us.  
 
May we choose it is my fervent hope and prayer. 


